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OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

November 17, 2022
Dear Friends in Christ,
As you may be aware, the Maryland Office of the Attorney General filed a motion in
court today seeking permission to publicly release a report on his office’s four-year
investigation of the Archdiocese’s handling of child sexual abuse allegations dating back to the
1940’s. The information contained in the motion will no doubt be a source of renewed pain for
many, most especially those harmed by representatives of the Church, for the lay faithful of
our Archdiocese, as well as for many good priests, deacons and religious. Ever-aware of the
pain endured by survivors of child sexual abuse, I once again offer my sincere apologies to the
victim-survivors who were harmed by a minister of the Church and who were harmed by
those who failed to protect them, who failed to respond to them with care and compassion and
who failed to hold abusers accountable for their sinful and criminal behavior.
I will continue to apologize as long as there are people in pain, and pledge to continue
to do everything possible to ensure that no one in the Church’s care is ever again harmed by a
representative of the Church!
The motion filed in court today references more than 600 victims of abuse by
representatives of the Archdiocese. Sadly, we know horrifyingly well the enormity of the
grievous harm caused to individuals, families and entire communities from our past
experience of publicly naming the 152 priests and brothers we believe have abused children.
Upon reading today’s motion, we feel renewed shame, deep remorse and heartfelt
sympathy, most especially to those who suffered from the actions of representatives of the
very Church entrusted with their spiritual and physical well-being.
Reports about today’s motion will undoubtedly conjure a range of emotions and lead to
confusion and questions, including about the Church’s commitment to transparency. Such
questions might arise specifically due to the motion’s reference to 158 priests accused of
committing child sexual abuse while serving on behalf of the Archdiocese. It is difficult to
make a direct comparison between this number and the 152 priests and brothers on the
Archdiocese’s website list of accused, but we know that the Archdiocese has publicly stated,
after consultation with its Review Board, that its list does not include the names of priests or
brothers who died before a single accusation of child abuse was received, unless the allegation
could be corroborated by a third party or unless a second allegation was made against the
same deceased cleric. The list is posted on the archdiocesan website and is regularly updated
as new information becomes known.

Further confusion may arise from today’s motion about the current response by the
Archdiocese to allegations of child sexual abuse. Conclusions drawn from historic events in
today’s motion, while a continued source of shame and remorse, do not reflect the
Archdiocese’s current and decades-long strong pastoral response and handling of allegations
of child sexual abuse. For decades, the Archdiocese has fully complied with child protection
efforts including: reporting to law enforcement of all allegations of child sexual abuse; zero
tolerance resulting in permanent bans of any employee or volunteer credibly accused of abuse;
offers of counseling assistance and pastoral outreach to anyone reporting harm by a minister
of the Church; extensive screening and training of all Church ministers, employees and
volunteers; continued accountability and oversight by our Independent Review Board and
national compliance auditors; and open communication about newly received credible
allegations of abuse, including through the list of credibly accused priests posted on the
archdiocesan website and through various other archdiocesan communications channels, the
media, and Church institutions.
For some, the Attorney General’s motion may help provide answers they have spent
years awaiting. For others, it may reopen wounds or feel as an inadequate or incomplete
account of justice. To all, however, I pray it brings some measure of healing of the deep
wounds caused by the scourge of child sexual abuse in the life of the Church.

Faithfully in Christ,

Most Reverend William E. Lori
Archbishop of Baltimore

